


4	 Healthy Soil, Higher Returns: The Foundation of 		

	 Productive Grass Crops 

6	 SWS Core Range 

8	 SWS Standard Mixtures- Cutting 

10	 SWS Standard Mixtures- Grazing

11 	 SWS Specialist Mixtures 

13	 Clover & Herb Mixtures

14	 Straights 

15	 SFI Mixtures 

16	 Game Cover 

17	 Bird Feed 

18	 Roots & Green Manuring 

19	 Planning for Profit: Key Factors to Maximise your Maize 	

	 Crop this Spring 

21	 2026 Maize Varieties 

22	 Arable Silage Mixtures

23	 Wildflower Mixtures 

25	 Lawn Mixtures

28	 Glossary of Grasses & Herbs 

30	 Glossary of Wildflowers 



4 5T: 01208 881198 T: 01208 881198www.swseeds.co.uk www.swseeds.co.uk



6 7T: 01208 881198 T: 01208 881198www.swseeds.co.uk www.swseeds.co.uk



8 9T: 01208 881198 T: 01208 881198www.swseeds.co.uk www.swseeds.co.uk



10 11T: 01208 881198 T: 01208 881198www.swseeds.co.uk www.swseeds.co.uk



13 T: 01208 881198www.swseeds.co.uk

South West Seeds and Germinal: 
A Partnership Rooted in Excellence
South West Seeds is proud to have a long-standing relationship with Germinal. 
As a pioneering grass and forage breeder and supplier, Germinal has been 
supporting grassland-based businesses with 200 years of knowledge and expertise.

Introducing Climate Smart Solutions
We are now excited to stock Germinal’s new Climate Smart mixture ranges which address five vital climate 
challenges impacting livestock farming. These innovative mixtures recognise that today, modern grassland farming 
demands the perfect balance of yield quality and environmental benefit delivering performance plus sustainability. 

The mixtures include Germinal’s award-winning Aber High Sugar grass varieties, world leading hybrid clovers, 
multi-species biodiversity and soil health improvers and are available in cutting, grazing and dual-purpose options. 

Germinal’s Climate Smart solutions have been expertly formulated and bring outstanding performance that allows 
you to produce food profitably while reducing your environmental impact. 

Together, with best practice, these mixtures will support us in meeting net-zero targets. 

Scientifically proven to reduce harmful 
emissions, Germinal’s Aber High Sugar 
Grasses enable the CLEAN range to 
offer superior forage performance while 
lowering harmful livestock emissions.

Boost soil fertility, structure and below-
ground biodiversity with THRIVE 
mixtures that enrich soil and reduce 
compaction to support and sustain 
healthy crop growth and yield.

Developed to support stressed pastures 
in  extreme weather conditions, ADAPT 
mixtures contain tolerant varieties 
that can withstand a wider range of 
temperatures and drought conditions.

CAPTURE mixtures contain nitrogen 
fixing clovers that reduce the need for 
fertiliser applications, helping support 
the environment, livestock production, 
and cost control.

RESTORE is a dedicated range of 
government scheme-compliant mixtures 
for nature recovery. From clever clovers 
to healthy hedgerows, multi-species to 
meadows, all are expertly selected for 
forage performance with environmental 
benefits.
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2026 Maize Varieties 
Ultra Early Varieties
ES Mrydal 
•	 Suits all soil types, performed well in drought conditions last year.
•	 Best resistance to smut and has a high eyespot resistance, keeping the crop clean until 

harvest.
•	 Long harvest window for an earlier maturing variety.
Augustus 
•	 Leading DM yield in its segment - (94%) across all marginal sites.
•	 Rapid early vigour (6.9) get crop established quickly on more challenging sites.
•	 Excellent starch (38%).
•	 Great ME content (11.91 MJ/kg DM) to boost animal perfomance.
Jardinero 
•	 Strong ultra early yield performance (17.7 t/ha DM).
•	 Fabulous starch content (36.1%) highly suited to lower maize inclusion rates.
•	 No compromise short season leader.
•	 Excellent flexibility for late sowing and early havest to counter variable seasonal conditions.
•	 Strong early vigour.

Early Varieties
Autens
•	 Stable yield performance (18.1 t/ha DM).
•	 Faster dry down with great standing power.
•	 Outstanding early vigour (7.5) on all soil types.
•	 High starch content (34.3%).
•	 Excellent energy content (11.74 MJ/kg DM.)
•	 Provides an excellent early harvest option on lighter land.
ES Constance 
•	 Top performing variety in maturity group 8.
•	 Ideal for early grain harvest and crimped maize production.
•	 Enhanced cell wall digestibility.
•	 Excellent cob ripeness with prolonged plant greenness.
Emeleen D45 
•	 Fast vigorous early growth.
•	 Dependable sturdy crop with extended harvest flexibility.
•	 Consistent strong yield performance across a wide range of soil types but is particularly 

suited to lighter soils.
Prospect 
•	 Excellent feed quality, combining high starch content with exceptional cell wall digestibility 

that delivers an energy dense forage, improving both efficiency and output in the ration.
•	 Better than average early vigour, standing power and one of the best ratings for Eyespot 

tolerance.
•	 Very early harvest and high yields that won’t disappoint. 

Other varieties are also available, please call the office to discuss.
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Arable Silage Mixtures
We produce high-quality arable silage blends using a mixture of cereals, peas and vetch. Oats 
or barley are the most commonly used cereal components. Peas provide a valuable source 
of home-grown protein and, as legumes, fix atmospheric nitrogen, reducing the need for 
applied fertiliser. This delivers clear environmental and financial benefits.

Vetch further enhances protein levels and is highly palatable to livestock. Its deep-rooting 
nature makes it particularly valuable in dry years, helping maintain performance in arable 
silage mixtures during periods of drought.

Standard Arable Silage Mixtures:
60% Barley / 40% Pea
40% Barley / 60% Pea
60% Barley / 30% Pea / 10% Vetch
60% Oat / 40% Pea
40% Oat / 60% Pea
60% Oat / 30% Pea / 10% Vetch
30% Barley / 30% Oat / 40% Pea
Bespoke mixtures are available on request.

These mixtures may be sown on their own or undersown with grass mxtures to aid the 
establishment of a new ley.

Sowing & Establishment:
Sowing window: Late March to mid-April
Seed rate: 75–80 kg per acre when sown alone 
	    50–60 kg per acre when undersown

Growing period:
•	 13–16 weeks when sown alone
•	 10–12 weeks when undersown

Undersowing arable silage with grass allows a new grass crop to establish while the silage 
crop is growing. Once the arable silage is harvested, the grass is already established and 
coming through. The arable silage mixture acts as a natural weed suppressant and effectively 
nurses the grass or grass/clover mix through its early growth stages, supporting strong and 
even establishment.
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Diploid
•	 2 sets of chromosomes.
•	 Perennial diploids have a prostrate growth 

habit, filling the bottom of the ley.

Tetraploid
•	 4 sets of chromosomes.
•	 Higher yielding, higher D value, larger leaves 

with increased sugar content.  

Westerwolds
•	 An annual Italian Ryegrass.
•	 Establishes quickly, produces a large bulk 

and can be cut several times. Do not let it go 
to seed head.

Italian Ryegrass
•	 Fast growing, economical 2-3 year grass.
•	 For best results use 50% Diploid/ 50% 

Tetraploid. 

Perennial Ryegrass
•	 Classified into 3 categories: Early, 

Intermediate & Late depending on heading 
date. 

Hybrids
•	 Biological cross of Italian and Perennial 

Ryegrass.
•	 Combines persistency of Perennial and 

earliness and productivity of Italian. 
•	 Used in medium term mixtures, lasting 3-4 

Years.

Festulolium
•	 Hybrid cross of either Italian or 

Perennial Ryegrass and either 
Meadow Fescue or Tall Fescue. 

•	 Fescues add winter hardiness, 
persistence and stress tolerance 
and are deep rooting. 

•	 Digestibility and sugar levels 
from Ryegrasses.

Timothy
•	 Highly palatable tussock 

grass.
•	 Non-aggressive, winter 

hardy and slow to 
establish. 

•	 Suited to cool damp 
soils, with plenty of early 
production.

Meadow Fescue
•	 Deep rooting copes well with cool 

damp conditions and dry conditions.
•	 Upgraded yield potential in modern 

varieties.

Cocksfoot
•	 Best suited to grazing on dry sandy 

soils producing excellent grass 
production.

•	 Management required, as the leaves 
develop barbs becoming unpalatable 
if left to grow too tall.

Red Clover
•	 Nitrogen fixing roots.
•	 Good for smothering weeds.
•	 High in protein, lasting 

between 3 and 4 years. 
•	 Red clover leys need a break in 

between of 5-7 years

White Clover
•	 Collects Nitrogen from the air, 

distributing to nearby plants through 
the rooting system within a few 
months. 

•	 Small leaved clovers suit grazing 
mixtures, large leaved 
clovers suit silage 
mixtures,competing with 
aggressive grasses.

G l o s s a r y  o f  G r a s s e s  a n d  H e r b s  
Chicory
•	 High in minerals including 

Zinc,Potassium and Copper.
•	 Helps reduce effects of 

internal parasites.
•	 Good tolerance to drought, 

acidic soils and major pests.
•	 Do not allow crown to 

be taken out (mowing or 
grazing).

•	 Don’t let it go to flower, it will 
become toxic and sour.

Sainfoin
•	 Perennial legume suiting 

limestone, chalk and stony soils.
•	 Doesn’t perform well on heavy 

soils or anything with a pH less 
than 6.2.

Birdsfoot Trefoil
•	 Nitrogen fixing legume which 

won’t bloat animals and is methane 
suppressing.

•	 Produces more Nitrogen than white 
clover, but only lasts 3-4 years.

•	 Do not overgraze or mow too low 
(between 5-10cm) – it requires six 
weeks to recover.

Lucerne/ Alfalfa
•	 Renowned for its slow establishment.
•	 High yielding protein forage with low 

energy levels. 
•	 Nitrogen fixing with long 

tap roots. Up to 4 cuts a 
year over 5 years. 

•	 Can cause bloat in 
grazing stock. 

•	 Suited to sandy/free 
draining soils as it 
searches out moisture. 

Sheeps/Salad Burnet
•	 Deep rooting prevents soil 

erosion. Helps with health and 
liveweight gain in ruminants. 

•	 Anti-oxidising, helping with 
indigestion in horses. 

•	 Prefers light soils and is drought 
resistant.

Sheeps Parsley
•	 High in Iron and Vitamin C.
•	 Comes to seed head in second year.

Yarrow
•	 Large tap root drawing minerals and 

trace elements from the soil.
•	 Rich in Magnesium, Calcium and 

Phosphate.
•	 Prevents diarrhoea in sheep.
•	 As it’s invasive, sowing too much 

can be negative to the sward.
•	 Manage through grazing.

Ribgrass/Plantain
•	 Suits most soils types.
•	 High in minerals, especially 

Copper and Selenium.
•	 Increases milk and meat 

production in sheep and 
cattle.

•	 Reduces effects of internal 
parasites,increases daily 
liveweight gain and is very 
palatable.

Common/ Winter Vetch
•	 Nitrogen fixing and improves 

soil structure.
•	 Winter Hardy and high 

protein content.
•	 Early and rapid establishment
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G l o s s a r y  o f  W i l d f l owe r s 

Lady’s Bedstraw

Oxeye Daisy 

Ragged
Robin

Corn Flower Corn PoppyCorn Marigold

Devils Bit Scabious 

Common Sorrel Tufted Vetch 

Corn Chamomile 

Corn Cockle 

Red Campion

Betony 

Fox Glove Red Clover 

White Clover Phacelia Yellow Rattle Self Heal 

Yarrow
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Find us on: 

Disclaimer: All mixtures are correct at the time of print, any information provided in this catalogue is given in good faith and to the best of our 
knowledge. Any advice should therefore be taken as general guide only and not relied upon for all conditions and circumstances. We cannot 
accept any legal liability for information given in this catalogue. In any instance where there are shortages of specified varieties, we reserve the 

right to substitute and change for similar varieties without notice, this will show on the seed bag label. 

All seed is offered subject to remaining unsold at the time of purchase. 
This does not affect your legal rights; our standard terms and conditions apply. 
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